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The main reason given for the introduction of sumptuary laws was to control imports and protect local trades.  However, these laws were also attempts by the government to maintain the social hierarchy.  The population was divided into nine categories, each with a detailed description of the clothing and fabrics they were allowed toewear.  Offenders were fined.  There were ten proclamations between 1559 and 1597.  These decreed that, for example: only the nobility could wear imported wool; only those with more than 200 in income could wear velvet, embroidery, or decoration with gold, silver or silk; apprentices could not wear gloves costing more than one shilling or gloves with fingers or with fancy trimmings.  The 1571 Cappers Act decreed that every male over the age of six was to wear a cap of English wool on Sundays and Holy Days.  Not surprisingly, these laws were virtually impossible to enforce and were treated with disdain by most of the population.
